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Editorial

As of January 1, 2021, I have the honor to serve as Editor-in-Chief of the European Journal of Horticultural Science (eJHS), 
succeeding Jens Wünsche, who was Editor-in-Chief of this journal from 2007 until the end of 2020.

I am aware that the footsteps into which I am treading are large. This journal is connected with a very long history. Several 
generations of horticultural scientists have reported their research results here, since 1929 when the publisher Julius Springer 
founded this journal and published it until 1944 with the name “Die Gartenbauwissenschaft”. The first editor was Walther 
Gleisberg, who was Professor at the Saxon State School of Horticulture in Dresden-Pillnitz. A quick glance at the first issue from 
1929 is enough to see that the topics in this journal were just as topical some 90 years ago as they are today. After a pause due 
to the second war, changing publishers and an editorship that changed several times between different horticultural chairs 
of German Universities, the journal was internationalized in 2003. Since that time, it is published in English as the “European 
Journal of Horticultural Science”. In order to increase the impact and acceptance and to give the journal a contemporary 
focus, it was entirely renewed in 2014. With the 80th volume, which was published in 2015, the International Society for 
Horticultural Science (ISHS) publishes the European Journal of Horticultural Science (eJHS), which is available in print and 
online Open Access today. Thus, this journal remains one of the most appropriate avenues to present current research results 
to the horticultural science community.

On behalf of the horticultural science community and everyone involved with eJHS, I would like to express my gratitude to 
Jens Wünsche. During his time as Editor-in-Chief, he modernized the journal to meet with international standards.

I would also like to thank Barbara Krause from the University of Stuttgart-Hohenheim, the Editorial Assistance as well 
as Jelle Ollivier, the ISHS coordinator from Leuven (Belgium) for their continuing support of eJHS. I am especially indebted 
to Barbara Krause and the team for their great help in the transition period. I look very much forward to interacting with all 
of you to shape the future of eJHS and to maintain it as a platform for dissemination of horticultural research. I will do my 
utmost to ensure that leading scientists recognize the journal for its fast, rigorous, but fair review process and the respectful 
communication between authors, reviewers and editors.

Prof. Dr. Henryk Flachowsky

A tribute to Jens Wünsche

The members of the International Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS) have sadly acknowledged the untimely demise of 
our colleague Professor Dr. Jens Wünsche, who passed away on January 27, 2021.

Professor Wünsche was the Editor-in-Chief of the European Journal of Horticultural Science (eJHS), a position that he held 
since 2007. He was instrumental in incorporating eJHS with ISHS in 2015 and made phenomenal changes in layout of the 
journal.

Over the years his association with ISHS in various capacities enriched the Society. We lost a leading intellect, and we 
mourn the passing of an outstanding colleague, productive scholar and generous friend.

Our thoughts and condolences are with his family and friends at this difficult time.
May Jens live on in the beautiful memories he created.

Professor Dr. Sisir Mitra
ISHS Board Member Responsible for Publications
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Prof. Dr. Jens Wünsche (1964–2021)

Professor Dr. Jens Norbert Wünsche passed away after a long illness on 27 January 2021. He was Editor-in-Chief of the 
European Journal of Horticultural Science from 2007–2020.

Professor Dr. Wünsche was born in 1964 and completed his studies in agriculture in Halle, Germany, in 1989 (MSc/Dipl.-
Ing. Agr.). In 1990, he started his graduate study program at Bonn University, enriched with collaboration and visits to the 
NYSAES Horticultural Sciences Department at Cornell University.

Jens was a gentle, very open-minded and extremely ambitious young student knowing exactly what he wanted and how to 
accomplish his goals. However, his life at that time was tumultuous. He had become stranded in Bonn as a consequence of the 
uprising against the Soviet occupation and division of Germany after WWII. Jens was one of the numerous bold GDR refugees 
who had reached the German Embassy in Prague, climbed over the fence and camped in the embassy grounds. After long 
negotiations between West German, East German and Soviet Union authorities, Foreign Minister Genscher, on the evening 
of 30 September 1989, announced agreement for the refugees to pass into West Germany. This event was an emotional and 
significant moment in German history and in Jens’ life.

After a post-doctoral appointment at HortResearch’s Nelson Research Centre in New Zealand (1993–1996) he was 
then appointed as scientist (1996–2001) where he worked primarily on the physiological aspects of apple fruit growth and 
development. Jens obtained his second doctorate degree (Privat-Dozent and Venia legendi) from the Faculty of Agriculture, 
Bonn University, in 2001. This qualified him to apply for a Full Professor position. After working as liaison scientist at 
HortResearch’s Hawke’s Bay Research Centre (2001–2004), Jens was offered and accepted the Professorship and Chair ‘Crop 
Physiology of Specialty Crops’ of the Institute of Crop Science at Hohenheim University, Stuttgart, Germany, in October 2004. 
As a fruit crop physiologist, he focused on the basis of plant/fruit responses to environmental and crop management factors. 
This included studies into flower bud development, flower and fruit abscission processes, and the integration of hormones, 
carbohydrates and molecular mechanisms in the control of plant development. Through his dedicated research Prof. Wünsche 
gained a thorough understanding of crop physiology and became part of an extensive international network of scientific and 
fruit stakeholder relationships, including those in emerging market sectors.

Jens authored/co-authored over 80 scientific papers in his short career. In addition to those published in horticultural 
science journals, he also had papers in journals specializing in plant physiology, brewing science, water management, 
viticulture, plant pathology and biotechnology. He supervised over 50 Masters and PhD students.

In his numerous professional trips, Jens shared his profound knowledge with colleagues abroad, especially in the USA, 
Chile, Thailand, Vietnam, New Zealand and Italy, giving presentations and lectures on highly relevant topics in fruit physiology. 
He also actively participated in a research project of excellence provided by the German Science Foundation (SFB564 The 
Uplands Program: Sustainable land use and rural development in mountainous regions of Southeast Asia, 2000–2012) which 
had a major focus on Vietnam. Professor Dr. Wünsche also stimulated international research in numerous other cooperative 
programs and shared his ideas on sustainable horticulture in many valuable and constructive discussions. His international 
reputation and expertise, as well as his open mind for cooperative research, attracted many top international scientists to 
collaborate with him for the benefit of horticulture.

The commitment and dedication of Professor Dr. Wünsche to the wider scientific community was outstanding. Jens was a 
Board Member of the Centre for Agriculture in the Tropics and Subtropics at the University of Hohenheim and the Centre of 
Competence for Fruit Science at Lake Constance. He also served in the Board of the German Society of Horticultural Sciences 
(DGG) as Vice-President (2014), President (2015) and Past President (2016). He represented Germany as an ISHS Council 
member from 2008 until 2020. His involvement and his contributions to the ISHS as an active member during the past 30 years 
are impressive, being co-convener of a symposium at IHC2010 in Lisbon and editor/co-editor of three Acta Horticulturae 
volumes. He actively participated in and contributed to many ISHS symposia and authored/co-authored 27 Acta Horticulturae 
papers. As a member of the ISHS Board (2014–2018) Jens was responsible for the Innovation, Outreach and Strategy portfolio. 
He introduced and promoted the ISHS Young Minds Award and investigated ways to make the benefits of ISHS more accessible 
to young students. The first ISHS Summer School on Pre- and Postharvest Physiology of Temperate Fruit Crops was initiated 
by Jens and took place at the Stuttgart-Hohenheim University and Bavendorf Research Station, Lake Constance, in August 
2018. This very successful course offered a unique chance for 25 graduate students from all over the world to meet with and 
learn from international experts in their fields. ISHS also benefitted from specific tailor-made partnerships with industry, such 
as that with Bayer Crop Sciences, due to the personal contacts developed by him.
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Despite his high workload and many responsibilities, Jens took over the position as Editor-in-Chief of the European 
Journal of Horticultural Science in 2007, a position which he held until just before his death. Jens saw the potential to 
transform this regional scientific journal into a truly international publication. He also realized that wider promotion and a 
greater submission rate would contribute to increasing the journal’s impact factor. Together with Jozef Van Assche, former 
Executive Director of the ISHS, he promoted and completed the effective transfer of the journal into the ISHS publication 
portfolio in 2015. The journal has indeed expanded in size and in the diversity of submissions since that time, together with a 
corresponding increase in the impact factor (currently 1.182).

Most recently, Jens has been the co-convener of SHE2021 – the IV International Symposium on Horticulture in Europe – 
which he lobbied strongly for and which has been in the planning phase for the past eight years. This was a passion for Jens 
as he was determined that the best of European horticultural science would be celebrated as fully and as professionally as 
possible and that the symposium would be held at his home university. Although his health was progressively failing over 
much of the planning time, his commitment and enthusiasm for this symposium were steadfast.

Professor Dr. Wünsche was undoubtably a very distinguished, highly dedicated, and enthusiastic scientist. He devoted 
his energy to horticultural research and made many significant contributions to the ISHS. He will be remembered for his 
enthusiasm for life, his dedication to horticultural science, his interest in the lives of his colleagues, and his leadership.

Our sympathies are extended to his beloved wife, Judith, and his three daughters, Helene (13 yr), Charlotte (11 yr) and 
Henriette (9 yr).

Emeritus Professors Ian Warrington and Georg Noga

Prof. Dr. Jens Wünsche (1964–2021)


