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ABSTRACT

Tree morphological properties including: Diameter of trunk, length
of leaf, width of leaf base, length of blade, length of spine area length and
number of the spines, number of leaflets length and width of leaflets were
statistically evaluated for differentiation between the most common
twenty date palm cultivars (Saidi, Tediss, Agadi, Jadag, Msleo, Masmot,
Saifi, Rattab, Saltany Mosrum, Brolsi, Degla, Hamra, Omdiab, Omeltai,
Azwa, Filfil, Nakfosh, Nefaik and Helwa) grown in Jalo, Aujla and
Ejkara oases in Libya.

INTRODUCTION

Date palm cultivation received care probably more than any other
crop in Libya. About 6 million date palm trees were cultivated in the
different regions of date palm production in Libya (Edongli, et al., 1993).
Because of the favourable environmental conditions for date palm
cultivation in Libya and improvement of agricultural extension among the
date-palm growers, the construction of date-palm farms is being increased

especially in oases region in the middle of Libya like the Oases of Jalo,
Aujla and Ejkara.

Although the date palm can be available in a lot of cultivars at any
region. The differentiation between the cultivars is still possible through
the accurate morphological description of the fruit and vegetative parts of
the date palm tree (Al-Baker, 1972 & Ibrahim and Hajaj, 1998). In most
cases the differentiation depends on the fruit physical properties and not
on the vegetative properties. Some times there is a need to recognize the
cultivar not 1in its fruit stage which claim the importance of determining
the vegetation characters of that cultivar. This study aims to test the
vegetative properties in differentiation of the most important date palm
cultivars in the oases of Jalo, Aujla and Ejkara in the middle of Libya.
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