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1. Introduction

Date palms are commonly infested with various insect pests. The red
palm weevil, Rhynchophorous ferrugineus F. is considered as one of the most
destructive one. Although different methods of management have been applied
against this serious insect pest, severely infested palms should be cut and burnt.
The most important problem in this respect is the difficulty of discovering the
early stages of infestation, which may lead to serious damage of infested palms
before the appearance of visual symptoms. At such stage, pesticides do not give
satisfactory results. Also, the attention to environmental contaminants such as
pesticide residues in food and ground water were much of concern. Moreover,
the tendency of insect resistance to pesticides rises as a serious problem in the
field of insect pest control. With this background of concern, much research
grants have been directed towards developing environmentally friendly
alternatives such as: microbial pesticides, beneficial insects, hormonal
pesticides, naturally occurring pesticides and semiochemicals.

The aim of the fore-mentioned information and techniques is to attract the
attention of the research organizations responsible for red palm weevil control
to invade such field of research. Establishing electrophsiological set up devote
for studying the behavior and pharmacology of such pest, will lead definitely to
much improvement in the way to cop with the dangerous problems caused by

the red palm weevil.
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