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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate the effect of acid-
treated and untreated date pits used in broiler starter diets on the growth
rate and efficiency of feed utilization, and to evaluate the use of untreated
.date pits in broiler finisher rations on growth performance of broiler
chicks. One hundred twenty day-old commercial broiler chicks, were
randomly assigned to each of the four treatments with three replicate
groups. The chicks were housed in Petersime battery brooders for four
weeks and each pen housed 10 chicks. There were four different dietary
treatments, the diets were isonitrogenous (21.5% CP) and isocaloric (3.05
Mcal/kg). Diet 1 (control), a corn-soybean diet, contained no date pits.
Diets 2, 3 and 4 contained 10% untreated, acid-treated and acid-treated
(adjusted pH) date pits, respectively. The addition of treated or untreated
date pits to the starter broiler diets supported growth performance similar
to those chicks fed the control diet. During the finishing period (weeks
5-6), chicks in the control group were fed a finishing ration. Chicks in the
other groups were fed a finishing ration containing 10% untreated date
pits. There were no significant differences observed among dietary
treatments in body weight gain, feed intake and efficiency of feed
utilization (feed/gain) throughout the finishing period. Chemical analysis
of date pits used in this trial showed a composition of 8.3% moisture,
14.4% fat, 18.8% crude fiber, 5.6% crude protein, 1.2% ash and 60.0%
NFE, and there were no significant effects of acid treatment on these

parameters.
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