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ABSTRACT

A Survey on dates production, storage and marketing was conducted
in the Northern State (Merwi area) during 1996 using the Rapid Rural
Appraisal Method (RRA). Data collected revealed that average dates
productivity was high (120 Kg/tree) compared to other producing countries
such as Tunisia (55 Kg/tree). Most abundant cultivars were of the dry type
mainly Barakwi. The system of ownership depends mainly on inheritance
(69%); which results in poor cultural practices particularly irrigation. The
intercropping of legumes which was found to improve quality and yield
was practiced up to 50%. The prevailing insects were the scale insects and
during storage the weevils. The improper traditionally practiced methods
of dates harvest, handling, drying and storage coupled with the absence of
quality standards for the marketing system lowered the quality of dates.

INTRODUCTION

Date Palm (Phoenix dactylifera L.) is a major fruit crop in Sudan. A
considerable number of cultivars are grown mainly in the Northern region
where the climate is favourable for date cultivation. According to FAO
reports annual production of dates Abdelmajid (1996) is around 152000
tons this ranked Sudan as the 7th largest producer of dates among arab
countries. The objectives of this study are:

To collect basic data concerning dates production, handling, storage
and marketing.

To find out technical solution to the problems facing producers.
METHODOLOGY

The survey was conducted in the Norhern State (Merwi Province)
using the Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA) method which can be defined as a:
Systematic, semistructured activity conducted on site by a multi
disciplinary team with the aim of quickly and efficiently acquiring new
information and hypotheses about rural life and rural resources. The data
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