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ABSTRACT

This study was carried out for two seasons (1994 and 1995) at Al
Hamraniyah Experimental Station. Four cultivars Ashhal, Hilali Ahmar,
Jash Jafar and Jash Habash were investigated in the study. The treatments
were four, eight, and twelve bunches per tree. Total yield of the tree,
physical and chemical characteristics of the fruit were studied. The results
showed that there were an invert relation between the number of bunches
and volume and weight of the fruit and seed. However, the total yield of
the tree showed a non linear relationship with the number of bunches.
From the study it could be concluded that the eight bunches per tree is the
best recommended under the condition of this study.

INTRODUCTION

Date palm trees usually carry large number of fruit full bunches.
This number wusually increase in well-managed farm, in which
fertilization, Irrigation, weed control, and pest control programs are well
considered.

The heavy bunching causes some physiological disorder like size,
poor quality of fruit, ripening delay, alternative fruit bearing, wilting or
some mechanical effect like bunch breaking.

Several investigations (1-10) studied the effect of fruit thinning to
improve quality and size of fruit, these results indicated an interesting
yield relationship between thinning and fruit quality.

Therefore it is necessary to study the effect of bunch thinning on
dates quality of some commercial cultivars in the environmental
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