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ABSTRACT

Date palm tree requires relatively great amounts of macro and micro nutrients
to achieve good growth and to give reasonable and economical production.
Fertilization is therefore, one of the important practices which increase dates
production and improve fruits quality. The amount of fertilizer needed by palm
tree depends on soil type, kinds of intercrops grown under, as well as variety and

age of the tree.

This article discusses the fertilization practices being followed in Iraq and
outlines the importance of the use of chemical fertilizers in improving dates

production.

From that review it is obvious that fertilization of date palm tree inIraq
depends wholly on local indigenous and individual experiences, rather than sound
scientific basis. There is a need for better understanding of the date palm
physiology, concerning water and nutrients uptake to comeout with better

fertilization program for that important tree in the region.

Regional cooperation between scientists and institutions is vital to achieve
that goal.
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INTRODUCTION

Iraq may be considered the date palm country. Apart from the northern part.
of the country, date palm trees grow every where. Its growth extends between 35°,
18 latitude which passes through Tickret on Tigris and Ana on Euphrates, down to
the Fauo on the Arabian gulf, 30° latitude. It is estimated that the number of palm
trees in Iraq exceeds 22 millions tree which covers an area over 120000 hectares.
(Al-Dejaili and Al-Dejaili, 1989). Date palm tree concentrated in Basra
Governorate, recent statistic which is considered the largest date palm forest in the
world. It is estimated that the number of date palm trees in this Governorate
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