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ABSTRACT

This study was carried out on "Seewy" date palm grown at EI-Fayoum
Governorate, Egypt to determine the proper time of pollinating female
spathe from its cracking time which give appropriate fruit set, yield and
good fruit properties. Female spathe was pollinated at different times, Le.,
just after cracking, 2, 4, 6 and 8 days from cracking. The obtained results
revealed that earlier pollination either just after spathe cracking or after two
days from cracking time increased fruit set % with low quality of fruits. On
the other hand, delaying pollination to 4 days from spathe cracking gave
lower fruit set % and lesser bunch weight, but it was the most beneficial
treatment which gave a high quality of fruits. Such effect is similar to the
effect of fruit thinning and was accompanied by improving fruit quality.
Consequently, such treatment could be considered as a recommended
treatment under the conditions of this study.

"Additional Index Wrods": Date palms, Pollination, Fruit set, Yield, Fruit
quality.

INTRODUCTION

The date palm tree is one of the oldest cultivated ftuits in the world.
Arab Nation is leading in date production because of the suitability of its
climate for palm growth and fruitfulness. In Egypt, date palm is one of the
most imp0l1ant fruits and widely distributed in different districts. There are
three main types of dates based on fruit moisture content, Le., soft, semi-dry
and dry cultivars. EI-Fayoum Governorate is considered one of the main
districts of semi-dry date production in Egypt, especially "Seewy" cultivar.
Therefore, it is required to ensure good ftuit production through

. understanding some horticultural practices that affect tree growth and
productivity. Pollination is one of the major practices in this concern
(Nixon, 1951; Brown et aI., 1969; Ream & Furr, 1970; Shaheen, 1986;
Gasim, 1993 and Kotb, 1993). Pollination is an expensive practice due to
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